Since the successful isolation of a coronavirus from rats with sialodacryoadenitis (SDA) by Bhatt et al. [2] , many studies [11, 17] Remarks. * : Infective titer (log TCID50/0.1 ml). A characteristic feature was bilaminate fringe surrounding the surface of the particles (Fig. 7) . It attributed to the presence of two different surface projections, that is, the widely spaced club-or petal-shaped long projections with a length of 19.2 to 20.7 nm (mean 20.5 nm) and the short projections situated between the formers with a length of 7.2 to 7.7 nm (mean 7.5 nm).
In ultra-thin section preparations of infected cells with strain 930-10, virus particles were observed on the cellular surface and within cytoplasmic vesicles and in the lumen of rough surfaced endoplasmic reticulum.
Pictures suggesting budding of the virus particles from the wall of endoplasmic reticulum were also occasionally observed.
Occurrence of virus particles in the lysosomal granules was common findings (Fig. 8) (2) size, (3) replication within cytoplasmic vesicles, (4) ribonucleic acid content, (5) presence of an essential lipid envelope, and (6) low particle density [16] . They were also related antigenically and biologically to SDA virus strain 681 [2] which grew in brains of infant mice and in PRK cell cultures, serologically related to MHV, and had no HA activity for mice and rats erythrocytes.
Pathological changes found in rats collected from the same outbreaks with the present investigation coincided with those of SDA of rats [6] . Based on these evidences, the isolates were identified is the virus of SDA of rats.
Concerning the characteristics of SDA virus, the results of the present study are in general agreement with the properties of SDA virus as described previously [1, 2] •~ 150, 000. 
